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Despite scorching temperatures, high humidity, and even periods of heavy rain, the dedicated volunteers of 
Knights of Columbus Council 13639 once again demonstrated their commitment to serving those in need 
during the annual Tootsie Roll Drive. 

Held at Publix on University Parkway on Saturday, July 25, and Sunday, July 26, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
Brother Knights and volunteers spent two full days collecting donations from generous members of our community. 
Throughout the weekend, volunteers faced challenging weather conditions ranging from intense Florida sunshine 
and oppressive humidity to sudden downpours, yet they remained at their posts with smiles and gratitude for the 
support they received. 

The Tootsie Roll Drive, officially known as the Campaign for Citizens with Intellectual Disabilities, has long 
been one of the Knights of Columbus' most recognizable charitable efforts. Funds raised during the campaign help 
support organizations that provide assistance, opportunities, and resources for individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. 

Proceeds from this year's drive will benefit several worthy causes, including the Special Olympics and Wheelchair 
Mission, along with other charities dedicated to improving the lives of those with disabilities and special needs. 

Council 13639 extends its sincere appreciation to all of the volunteers who donated their time and energy 
throughout the weekend, as well as to the many Publix customers whose generosity made the event a success. Their 
support helps ensure that these important charitable organizations can continue their life-changing work within our 
communities and around the world. 

The Knights of Columbus remain committed to the principles of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity, and events such 
as the Tootsie Roll Drive serve as a visible reminder of the difference that can be made when people come together 
in service to others. 

"Together, we are helping build a more compassionate community—one Tootsie Roll at a time." 
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