
                 Vinnie  Cipriano
               Cha rit ie s  Dire c tor
   Florida , K of C Charite s , Inc



                2025-2026 Re cap
30 % Inc re as e  in  Me mbe r Dona t ions  ove r 2,000
25 % Inc re as e  in  Toots ie  Eve nts  37 Counc il
Dire c t  Dona t ion to Re c ipie nt  25 Counc ils  re porte d

Tota l Dona t ions  1.5 Million with 10% re s pons e . 



                Moving Forward 
   2026-2027 Goa ls
         Inc re as e  Commitme nt  to         

 Cha rite s  to 60,000  Knights             
 and 325 Counc ils  re port ing 



            Cha rit ie s  is  de fine d with    
            two Ca te gorie s

       Me mbe r Cha ritable  Giving
       Counc il Cha ritable  Eve nts



                  Al Connizzo 
        Me mbe r Dona t ion   

Campa ign Dire c tor
   Florida , K of C Charite s , Inc

 

Organization Meeting 2026 



• Together, Florida Knights can transform lives 
through faith-filled charity

• 60,000 plus members 350 Councils 
• September 2026 to March 2027
• Giving Challenge-Like Catholic Faith Appeal
• Monthly Direction
• Regional Administrators, District Deputies, 

and Grand Knights 
• Goals

Organization Meeting 2026 



                

Organization Meeting 2026 

Key Points
• 15 to 20 % or less of Council members attend 

meetings
• 325 Councils how do we reach those 

members
• Previous 3 mailings: Special Olympics, 

Vocations, Helping Life
• New - 7 Month Campaign



Encourage donations to  
1. General Fund
2. Helping Life
3. Vocations
4. Disabilities

   Two distinct paths Individual             
Donations Council Events 

Organization Meeting 2026 



                

Organization Meeting 2026 

Every Knight. Every Council. Every Gift Matters.” 
             Email Campaign
     “Live Blessed Michael McGivney’s Mission.”  
           Charity 
        “Charity with Transparency and Purpose.”     

   Monthly reports Available by Council 
                  “Faith in Action Across Florida.”  
                       Results matter.



     Florida  K of C Charit ie s
             John Coliton
        Eve nts  & Dis abilit ie s  
        Campa ign Dire c tor



Our Mission

•Florida Knights of Columbus Charities 
exists to support and expand the 
charitable works of our Councils

•District Deputies, the link between the 
State Council and more than 325 
Councils serving their communities 
every day.



Our Mission

•Your leadership will determine how 
many Councils participate, how much 
impact we create, and how effectively 
we tell our story.

•Key Message: Every Council can make a 
difference. Every District Deputy can 
multiply that difference



Why Events Matter

Our events are more than fundraisers.
• Support people in need
• Strengthen our Catholic faith
• Increase visibility of the Knights of Columbus
• Build stronger Parish and Community    
relationships
• Create opportunities for Membership growth

Key Message: Events are how we turn our mission 
into action.



Statewide Opportunities

August – Blessed Michael McGivney Feast Day
• Vocations programs, Seminarian support, 
Prayer and faith activities

October – Columbus Day & Respect Life Month
• Community outreach, Pro-Life activities, 
Family-centered events



Statewide Opportunities

December – Tootsie Roll Campaign & 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities
• Support Special Olympics, Support 
individuals with disabilities, Increase 
community awareness

Key Message: A statewide calendar creates 
statewide impact.



The Tootsie Roll Challenge

Goal: 
Every District Deputy commits to having at least one 
Council conduct a Tootsie Roll fundraiser annually.

Benefits:
• Supports Special Olympics, Supports disability 
programs
• Raises public awareness, Demonstrates 
commitment to service



The Tootsie Roll Challenge

3 Forms required:  
•Tootsie Roll Order form
•Tootsie Roll Final Report
•Form 13100 Reports funds received and fund 
designation or Direct to Recipient.
Key Message: Every district should participate. 
Every Council should consider becoming 
involved.



No Report? It Didn’t Happen

Reporting is critical to measuring our 
impact.

Required Forms:
• Form 13100 – Reports funds received and 
fund designation.
• Form 13102 – Required when donations are 
designated for a specific purpose.



No Report? It Didn’t Happen

Required Forms:
• Direct Donation to Recipient Form – Used 
when Councils make donations directly to 
charities or organizations.

Key Message: 
Reporting allows us to recognize Councils, 
track impact, and share success stories.



The Opportunity Before Us

Last year, 25 Councils Reported, $680,000 in Direct 
Donations

What if: 100 Councils Reported? What about all 325 
Councils? The documented charitable impact could 
reach several million dollars annually!!

Key Message: The impact already exists. Our job 
is to capture and report it.



Your Call to Action

Beginning July 1, we will launch an educational 
initiative to help Councils understand programs, 
forms, and reporting requirements.

We need every RA’s & District Deputy to:
• Promote statewide events
• Encourage Council participation
• Support Tootsie Roll campaigns
• Ensure reporting is completed
• Share success stories



Your Call to Action

Together, we can increase participation, 
document our impact, and strengthen the 
charitable mission of the Knights of Columbus 
across Florida.

"Charity is the first principle of the Knights of 
Columbus." 



       Florida  K of C Charit ie s , Inc
                   Je rry Grace ffo
           Sta te  Ra ffle  Cha irman

    



2026 Raffle  Summary
•   Tota l Re ve nue  -   $ 63,434.90

• Tota l Expe ns e s  - $ 38,500.00

•    Re ve nue  to Counc il - $ 42,286.00

•    Counc il Pa rt ic ipa t ion – 208

•    Approxima te ly 11,000 Books  Sold

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


Represents 58% of councils that participated

Remaining councils – large or small would have sold 1 book
    per member – net revenue would have exceeded 100K




2026/ 2027 Raffle  
        Firs t   Prize      $ 25,000

                   Se cond Prize  $ 5,000                          
                 Third  Prize  (2) $ 1,000 e ach

Counc il ke e ps  $5.00 for the ir programs  
$5.00 re turne d to Florida  Sta te  Counc il

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
* ‘27 Raffle same as last year – 3 Prizes / top prize 25K

The major  change – Split will be 50/50 




Quick Sta rt  Drawing De c  4th 
                One  prize  to s e lle r $250  

     Ea rly Bird  drawing March 12th
                One  prize  to s e lle r $400

Ticke t  books  and payme nt  mus t  be  
re turne d 1 we e k be fore  draw da te

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes



2 Solicitor’s drawings – Same as last year


Solicitor’s page – Completely filled out 



Fina l Drawing May 28, 2027
                Sta te  Conve nt ion

     Ros e n Shingle  Cre e k, Orlando
           Winne r ne e d not  be  pre s e nt



Solic itor /  Se lle r win too:

Se lle r of 1s t  Prize  Winning Ticke t  - $500 

Se lle r of 2nd Prize  Winning Ticke t  - $250

Se lle r of 3rd  Prize  Winning Ticke t  -  $100 e ach

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


Crucial – Solicitor section on the stub needs to be filled in 
        with correct information

*  



Che cks  Payable  To: 

Florida  K of C Charit ie s , Inc .

All t icke t  s tubs  and back cove rs  with s ta ple s  
re m ove d mus t  be  re turne d by May 15, 2027

Se e  ra ffle  rule s  – pos te d  on we bs ite



Offic ia l Rule s
• Dona t ions  for t icke ts
• Random drawing
• Ne e d not  be  pre s e nt  to win
• All prize s  pa id  by Florida  Sta te   Counc il
       Knights  of Columbus
• Winne r re s pons ible  for taxe s



Ke y Take away’s

• Communica t ion – Counc il Coordina tor

• Ticke t  /  Solic itor Informat ion 

• Ve rifica t ion /  Pos t ing of Re s ult s

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
*    GK’s  need to reinforce raffle at monthly mtgs. 

 *  The info. on both the ticket stub & the Solicitor ticket needs to be completely filled out..

*   Allows us to verify winning tickets / post the results in a timely fashion

 Winners – to verify 
 Gov. issued ID
 Completed IRS Form W-9
 Taxes ( Withholding) may be deducted
 Winner agrees to use of name & picture        
 



        Florida  K of C Charit ie s
  Euge ne  Dole cki Cha irman
        Ron Kos e y Coordina tor
    Florida  Sta te  Counc il
        Ve hic le  Lice ns e  Pla te  .



                  Florida  K of C Charit ie s



           Florida  K of C Charit ie s
 • Two Main Reasons

• Visibility for the Order
• Donations Income for K of C 

Charities 



              Florida  K of C Charit ie s
 Protocols for Getting Specialty License Plates

Authorization by State Legislature and Governor

Minimum of 3000 Vouchers Required to Complete
 



   Florida  K of C Charit ie s
 • Price – Same as Standard Plates Plus $25 
Surcharge

• Additional $15 for Personalized Plate
• Declaration of Interest (Sign Up Sheets) to 

Confirm Project Credibility

 



          Florida  K of C Charit ie s
 Steps to Complete Project

October - 3000 Signatures of Interest
November – Present Completed Packet to    State
March – Legislative Session
May – Provide New Design to FLHSMV 



              Florida  K of C Charit ie s
 Steps to Complete Project
• September – FLHSMV Advise Starting Date for 

Vouchers
• Need 3000 Vouchers Sold to Enable Project to 

Continue
• 24 Months to Complete Sale of 3000 Vouchers
• State Will Notify K of C When 3000 Sales Have Been 

Made



                 Florida  K of C Charit ie s
 Financial Projection
•    3000 Plates - $60,000
•    5000 Plates - $100,000
•    10000 Plates - $200,000
•    Renewals Must Remain Above 1000 to   

Continue Plate
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